BISMARCK

The resistance of the whole body of ministers who had
taken part in the conflict was more stubborn than that of
my immediate colleagues, and primarily of Falk's suc-
cessor, in which capacity I had proposed Herr von Putt-
kamer to the King. But even after this change I could
not immediately effect an alteration in the Church policy
without causing fresh cabinet troubles unwelcome to the
King and undesired by myself. The memories of the days
when I sought to gain over fresh partisans are among the
most unpleasant of my official career. In order to com-
bine with Herr von Puttkamer I should have had to gain
the support of the officials of his department with the
habit of the Culturkampf in them, and that was beyond
my powers. The explanation of Falk's Church policy is
not to be exclusively sought for in the arena of the conflict
with the Catholic Church; it was occasionally traversed
and influenced by the Evangelical Church question. In              .

the latter Herr von Puttkamer was in closer agreement              |,

than Falk with the views entertained at Court, and my
desire to limit the conflict with Rome to a narrower sphere
would probably have met with no personal opposition on
the part of my new colleague. The difficulties, however,
lay partly in the preponderance of the officials, still agi-
tated by the passions of the Culturkampf, to whom Herr
von Puttkamer further considered himself bound to sacri-
fice the natural and traditional development of our orthog-
raphy, partly in the opposition of my other colleagues to
any appearance of yielding to the Pope.

My first attempts to introduce peace into ecclesiastical
affairs met with no sympathy from his Majesty.    The             I

influence of the highest Evangelical clergy was at that              \\

time stronger than the Catholicising influence of the              |
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